Studies on prolonged spermatozoa survival in chiroptera. III. Preliminary data on carnitine.
High epididymal levels of free carnitine during hibernation may have a role in extended sperm survival in bats. Accessory gland carnitine may further enhance the survival of ejaculated spermatozoa. The role of carnitine, if any, in uterine sperm storage, is as yet more obscure.